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A mode of carrying out education, often using
digital technologies, aiming to widen access and
participation to everyone by removing barriers
and making learning accessible, abundant, and
customisable for all. It offers multiple ways of
teaching and learning, building and sharing
knowledge, as well as a variety of access routes
to formal and non-formal education, and connects
the two.

What is open education?

Source: JRC IPTS Report: Opening up Education: a 
support framework for higher education institutions. 
(forthcoming, 2016 )



En el marco del estudio OpenEdu, se considera educación
abierta como un modo de implementar la educación, a
través de las tecnologías digitales, cuyo objetivo es extender
el acceso y la participación de todos. La educación abierta
ofrece múltiples formas de enseñanza y aprendizaje ,
construyendo y compartiendo conocimiento, así como una
variedad de vías de acceso tanto a la educación formal como
a la no formal, tendiendo puentes entre ellas.

¿Qué es educación abierta?
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Source: JRC IPTS report (2016, forthcoming):' Opening up education
in Europe – a support framework for higher education institutions
(OpenEdu)' 

Opening up education framework



11

What does the framework look like? 

For each dimension of open 
education,  the framework 
brings:

√ Dimension definition   
√ Rationale    
√ Components

√ descriptors           

• Dimensions:

• 6 core: access, 
content, pedagogy, 
recognition, 
collaboration, 
technology, research

• 4 transversal: 
strategy, leadership, 
technology, quality 

Opening up education strategic
planning template
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Why is a framework important?

The framework provides a  guide to think through critical 
questions and challenges conventional wisdom. No 
framework provides definitive answers. The answers come 
through the insights generated by the process of engaging 
with the framework.
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Forthcoming report
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•OpenCases3
Educación abierta



OpenCases OpenCred MoocknowledgeOpenSurvey

OpenEdu Project

OpenEdu Framework

90+ stakeholders consulted

9 case studies 4 case studies 5 countries survey of learners

OpenEdu supports the 2013 Communication ' Opening up Education: Innovative Teaching and Learning 
for all through New Technologies and Open Educational Resources

Tool:
OpenEdu Framework

in-house 
research

Final
Report
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OpenCases: 9 case studies

• ETH Zurich
• France Université Numeriqué (FUN)
• OERu (open operations example)
• TU DELFT (open research example)
• Universidad Carlos III de Madrid (open 

teaching example) 
• AGH
• Virtual University of Bavaria
• OpenupEd
• ALISON
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Open education activities

Open teaching:
The activities are varied but MOOCs tend to be the focus.
Take-up is still limited due to lack of knowledge and incentives to 
focus mostly on research publications.

Open research:
Mostly based on the use of open access repositories (open access
research). Less commonly found are open data repositories and the
production of open software for research.

Open operations:
This is the less known part of open education. Open management, 
open information about their operations, etc. Transparency concept. 
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Carlos III de Madrid – open teaching

• open education in Spanish and English
• started with opencoursewrae in 2006-2007
• present in MiriadaX, YouTUbeEdu y iTunesU
• digital.uc3m.es

Involvement with open education is recognised 
'teaching merit' (academic and financial implications)
Reduced regular teaching hours and salary suplements
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TU Delft – open research

Numerous initiatives on open research: 
institutional research repository, theses, 
publications and data sets.

3TU datacentrum: centre that focuses on open 
data (access to data and support and advice on data 
management)

Open source software production: visualisation
of data and modeling of 3D projects
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OERu: open operations

• Open philanthropy principle
• Information available on the web, participatory-

decision making
• OERu engages in open planning consultations
• See WikiEducator: news about OERu and activities
• Things to do list available on the web
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•What is 
new?s
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What is new?

• Courses and research data available online to all

• A way to 'see through' academic institutions

• University courses 'taster' for learners

• Increasing possibility to get recognition of your 
open learning

• Reinforced teacher training and new teaching 
practices
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Thank you and stay in touch!

JRC Science Hub:
ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/open-education

Twitter:
@aisantos
andreia-inamorato-dos.santos@ec.europa.eu

YouTube: 
JRC Audiovisuals
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