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UNU System
A global system of research and training institutes coordinated by UNU Centre in Tokyo

A  university dedicated to being 
“truly international” and focused 
on the Charter’s goals of peace 
and progress.

A think tank for the UN System and 
its Member States

Institutes located in 12 
countries ADMINISTRATIVE & ACADEMIC SERVICE UNIT

INSTITUTE

RESEARCH INSTITUTE WITH POSTGRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMME

OPERATING UNIT

UNU HUB

As of November 2025
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UNU Strategy 2025-2029: Priority Areas

Partnerships: Strengthening partnerships, 
particularly in the Global South, and enhanced 
collaboration within the UN system

Knowledge: Enhancing knowledge and capacity 
through research and education

Impact: Greater visibility and impact through 
expansion and outreach, particularly in the Global 
South. 

António Guterres
United Nations Secretary-General

Tshilidzi Marwala
Rector of the United Nations University

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
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UNU Network on e-learning
• Internal, thematic network established in 2025 for 

• Exchange of knowledge and experiences among institutes
• Develop a unified e-learning approach
• Joint funding proposals for long-term sustainable infrastructure and 

governance

• UNU education and capacity development is unique
• State-of-the-art knowledge produced from context relevant interdisciplinary 

research
• Only postgraduate programmes and capacity development for 

professionals / policy makers
• Partners from the Global South and North in academia, governments and 

the UN system connecting science, policy and practice
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https://unu.edu/ias/certificate-programmes/net-zero-101-what-why-and-how
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https://lc.unu.edu/
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https://unu.edu/merit/online-courses
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Decent work and economic growth: Achieving SDG 8

https://www.wider.unu.edu/learning/decent-work-and-economic-growth-achieving-sdg-8
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Textile e-learning course



Advancing the Resource Nexus from Dresden

Mandate
The mandate of UNU-FLORES is 
to advance knowledge on the 
sustainable management of 
environmental resources 
through the Resource Nexus 
approach.
Strategic Approach
1. Research and Innovation 

Development 
2. Education and Capacity 

Development 
3. Outreach, Advocacy and     

Impact 

Prague

C Z E C H REPUBLIC

GERMANY

Dresden

Berlin

Frankfurt

Our locations

Weisswasser
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UNU-FLORES Team

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, Overture Maps Fundation, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

111
Team Members

57
Female Colleagues

59
From the Global South

UNU-FLORES Team by Nationalities 

As of November 2025
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A Resource Nexus approach for sustainable and integrated 
management of environmental resources



The Resource Nexus in our focus areas

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

Advancing the Resource Nexus for…

… to address the triple planetary crisis of climate change, 
biodiversity loss and pollution and 
… to enable and empower people to sustainably transform 
policies, businesses and societies by respecting political, 
economic, societal, technological, environmental and legal 
contexts.
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Impact from the outset

Input Activities Output Outcome Impact

• Environmental 
resources

• Interdisciplinary 
team

• Experts from over 
50 countries

• UN system
• Focus:

Global South

• Research and 
Innovation 
Development

• Education and 
Capacity 
Development

• Outreach, 
Advocacy and 
Impact

Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

Advancing the Resource Nexus for 

…to address the triple planetary 
crisis of climate change, biodiversity 
loss and pollution and

… to enable and empower people to 
sustainably transform policies, 
businesses and societies by 
respecting political, economic, 
societal, technological, environmental 
and legal contexts.

• Systems Thinking
• Data Science
• Citizen Science
• Governance Lens
• Sustainability, 

Resilience, Risk 
Assessment

• Barriers Analysis
• Finance Lens

• Scientific publications
• Tools (e.g., AID)
• Resource Nexus 

Assessment

• Certificates
• Accredited courses
• Master and Doctoral 

Graduates

• Policy briefs
• Events
• Media
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Knowledge Academy for the Resource Nexus (KARE)

Outcome
Resource Nexus thinking 

is embedded in sustainable development planning, implementation and monitoring
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Resource Nexus 
modules

RN IV: 
In the 

UN system

RN III: Implementation 
and case studies

methods and tools

RN II: In practice
sectors, examples, stakeholders, finance

RN I: Conceptual Foundations
global crisis, the Resource Nexus, interconnected environmental 

resources

All

Masters

PhD

PhD
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Resource Nexus I
- Conceptual Foundations
The course introduces the learner to the following 
topics:

• the triple planetary crisis;

• natural and environmental resources;

• the sustainable and integrated management 
of environmental resources;

• the role of systems analysis and modelling;

• key and derived environmental resources, their 
interdependencies and interconnections;

• the relationship in advancing the SDGs; and

• review of scientific literature to establish the 
state-of-the-art knowledge about the
Resource Nexus approach on a specific 
topic.

Resource Nexus II –
In practice
This course covers the following topics:

• the Resource Nexus approach in different 
sectors, such as the textile, construction, food, 
agriculture or electronics sector;

• examples of specific resource groupings and 
their systemic interdependencies and 
interconnections;

• achieving impact with the implementation of the 
Resource Nexus approach by following the theory 
of change framework;

• how to deal with actors and stakeholders 
involved in the Resource Nexus approach; and

• development of an introductory chapter for a 
research study that applies the Resource Nexus 
approach.

All doctoral researchers, and included 
in several Masters programmes



UNU-FLORES Doctoral Programme

Unique features
• Resource Nexus 

approach

• Policy-science-practice 
interface

• Connection to the UN 
system

• Hands-on training in 
advocacy and 
communication

86%

Current 
doctoral 

researchers

Current doctoral 
researchers from 
the Global South

Current female 
doctoral 

researchers

35

Donors:

Partners:

Completed 
doctoral 

researchers

13

54%

As of November 2025
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UNU-FLORES focus areas
Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSRwy7iBP0I&list=PLr-o8b1HW7BF8oeQsWkGNimiNWQM3U97q&index=8&pp=iAQB
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UNU-FLORES focus areas
Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

https://youtu.be/Iek4D36gHqc?list=PLr-o8b1HW7BF8oeQsWkGNimiNWQM3U97q
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UNU-FLORES focus areas
Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

https://youtu.be/lG3DyNY7Rq0
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UNU-FLORES focus areas
Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMCPeIdD6ko&list=PLr-o8b1HW7BF8oeQsWkGNimiNWQM3U97q&index=7&pp=iAQB



Cluster of Excellence

Climate-Neutral
And
Resource-
Efficient Construction

https://tu-dresden.de/care/startseite
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UNU-FLORES focus areas
Resilient Food, Forest and Ecosystems

Transformed Landscapes

Sustainable Buildings and Construction

Responsible Electronics

Circular Textiles



Cluster of Excellence

LSCA, PESTEL, 
SWOT, MCDA, etc. 

RESPONSIBILITY 
ASSESSMENT 
FRAMEWORK 

https://tu-dresden.de/tu-dresden/exzellenz/exzellenzcluster/rec2



ABCD Centre - Global Water and Climate Adaption Centre 

International 
Joint Masters on 
Water Security and 
Global Change

Digital infrastructure 
for teaching and 
learning

Visit https://abcd-centre.org/unu-flores.html
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International Joint Masters 
in Water Security and Global Change
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Transfer workshops

WorkshopWorkshopBefore
• Share expertise & 

experiences related to 
solutions

• Co-create context-specific 
solutions

• Co-designed solution = 
exit ticket

• Lightning talk by each 
participant

• Collaboratively identify and 
describe a joint challenge 
for discussions during the 
workshop

• Challenge guides the 
workshop

• Presentations end with 
questions / discussion 
related to the challenge

• Participants complete e-
learning material

• Online discussion forum 
activated

• Each participant submits 
their water security 
challenge

• Completion + submission = 
entry ticket for workshop

Supported by the digital infrastructure for teaching and learning

ENTRY  EXIT 
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6-month internship at 
UNU-FLORES for 

hands-on experience of the 
Resource Nexus approach

Internships at UNU-FLORES



Nexus seminars will resume…  https://unu.edu/flores/events

Curious about the Resource Nexus? 



Innovation driver: HØW Global Ideas Competition
• Vision: Buildings with a 

public function made of 
secondary materials –
circular, inclusive, and 
sustainable

• Goal: To bring ideas to life 
by bringing next-gen 
architects/designers closer 
to stakeholders for their 
projects

• Transfer: HØW criteria can 
be integrated into future 
buildings

• Strategic relevance: 
circularity, Resource Nexus, 
UN role as convener

927 
Applications

112
Countries

1,005
Authors

6
Jury members

225
Eligible

submissions

5
Advisory board

members

Integrated in Bundesforschungszentrums für klimaneutrales und ressourceneffizientes Bauen (BFZ) 



UNU Hub FLY: Future of Learning with Youth
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https://www.learningplanetinstitute.org/en/programs/lp-ydc/
https://projects.learning-planet.org/category/learning-planet-youth-design-challenge-2025-26
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https://www.un.org/ohrlls/events/high-level-expert-group-meeting-online-university-or-equivalent-platform-stem-education-ldcs
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For more information…
Brouwer, F., Caucci, S., Karthe, D. et al., 2023. Advancing the resource nexus 

concept for research and practice. Sustainability Nexus Forum 31, 41–65. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00550-024-00533-1

European Environmental Agency (EEA), 2022. Resource nexus and the European 
Green Deal. Publications Office of the European Union,   
https://doi.org/10.2800/23787

https://www.youtube.com/@UNUFLORES



https://unu.edu/flores/, click on ‘Learning’

Empowering 
scientists, practitioners, policy and decision 
makers with Resource Nexus thinking 


